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Synopsis

Gustav Stickley’s The Craftsman Home collects all of Stickley’s house designs, published in The
Craftsman magazine between 1904 and 1916. All the designs are here in sequential order from 1 to
221, as well as commissions and special designs, exterior illustrations, floor plans, and fascinating
historical photographs from many of the featured homes. Contemporary photographs of selected
built houses, keyed by number to Stickley designs, take the reader’s experience from paper dreams
to modern reality. Author Ray Stubblebine discusses Stickley’s relationships with other architects
and the cross-pollination that took place as they shared ideas in the magazine and even formed the
Craftsman Home Builders Club. Gustav Stickley’s The Craftsman Home presents valuable
information owners and buyers of historic homes, architects, libraries, and historians need to help
identify and preserve the homes that have survived. Ray Stubblebine is a member of the Board of
Trustees of The Craftsman Farms Foundation and editor of the foundation’s newsletter. He is a
writer and speaker on the Arts and Crafts movement in America, and his articles and photographs
have been published in Style 1900, Old House Journal, Old House Interiors, New Jersey Monthly,
New Jersey Design, American Bungalow, and The New York Times. He lives in Oradell, New

Jersey.
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Customer Reviews

Gustav Stickley so synthesized, romanticized and popularized the Arts and Crafts-style home in his

Craftsman magazine that today the term has become synonymous with any home in that style.



Stickley used The Craftsman to promote his ideas about domestic architecture. Eventually he
published his own house designs--221 numbered designs--with working plans made available to
build the houses. In addition to providing plans of those houses appearing in the magazine free to
subscribers, his architectural department produced plans for houses on request, for a fee. A total of
254 home designs have been identified, with many more probably waiting to be found. These
designs ranged from mansions to mountain camps, and most were built in the rapidly expanding
suburbs at the turn of the twentieth century. This book makes all Stickley’s known designs available
in one place for the first time. Most of the images reproduced here come from The Craftsman
magazine and well over half appear here for the first time since they were published almost a
hundred years ago. Each house is presented with an exterior illustration to show the reader how
Stickley envisioned it, along with floor plans. For houses that have features of interest, additional
illustrations and architectural elevation drawings are presented. The most unique features of this
book are comparative photographs in color and historical photographs of existing homes built from
the plans. Probably thousands of these houses in suburbs and towns across America were built in
the early days of the twentieth century and are waiting to be discovered and enjoyed. We are only
now realizing the profound effect that Gustav Stickley had on modern design, and this compendium
takes a big step toward exploring his impact on popularizing residential home styles in the twentieth
century. Ray Stubblebine, a professional photojournalist, is a member of the Board of Trustees of
The Craftsman Farms Foundation and editor of the foundation’s newsletter. He is a writer and a
speaker on the Arts and Crafts movement in America, whose articles and photographs have been
published in Style 1900, Old House Journal, Old House Interiors, New Jersey Monthly, New Jersey

Design, and the New York Times. He lives in Oradell, New Jersey.

Ray Stubblebine is a member of the Board of Trustees of The Craftsman Farms Foundation and
editor of the foundation’s newsletter. He is a writer and speaker on the Arts and Crafts movement in
America, with articles and photographs published in Style 1900, Old House Journal, Old House
Interiors, New Jersey Monthly, New Jersey Design, American Bungalow and The New York Times.
He has also spoken twice at the Grove Park Inn National Conference on the Arts and Crafts in

Asheville, North Carolina.

This really is a great book. Each house has an associated detailed floor plan. | find myself frequently
opening to a random page, and getting lost for twenty minutes or more just imagining the space. |

had always been much more familiar with L. & J.G. Stickley. Exploring the Gustav Stickley



architectural style has been a tremendous pleasure. The author tracked down as built examples of
several of the designs, and it’s really interesting to see how they work as real homes. | built a
craftsman bungalow to serve as my home a few years ago. | think Stickley would approve of my
design, but | do wish | had read this book before | built. | just might have changed a few details of
my as built design to conform more with the unique Stickley style. He was quite the master! |

recommend this book for Arts & Crafts, architecture, and Stickley buffs alike.

Wow ! Just received this and it is fat and heavy and loaded with incredible photos, plan
reproductions, copied stuff from The Craftsman magazine ... If you are into Stickley, and especially
into the houses he designed and published, then this is your destination. Expensive but worth it.
Nice job everyone, and a big thanks to Gibbs Smith, who continue to show their support for the Arts
and Crafts movement and architecture and building in general by publishing a slew of great books.

Enjoy !

If you are interested in the work of Gustav Stickley, then this book is for you. This invaluable
reference begins with a short biography on Stcckley and then gives a comprehensive introduction
into the Craftsman Home idea. This included not only home designs, but extensive interior
decoration, accessories and furniture. The book then goes on to describe chronologically each of
the 221 homes which were designed by Stickley and his staff between 1904 to 1916 and published
in the Craftsman Magazine. For almost all designs the original floorplans are given as well as
original photos or drawings and photos of what the houses look like now. The descriptions are very
concise as the author Ray Stubblebine is a scholar and expert in the field. He is also the
photographer of this lavishly illustrated book. The book is well bound and the illustrations and
photos are well printed. The bibliography contains many helpful sources. This book is a veritable
Stickley encyclopedia and would make a fine addition to any collection of architecture books. It can
also serve as a reference in identifying Stickley houses and furniture as well as serve as an aid for

home restorers. Definitely a five star book.

| bought this for my husband for Christmas because we just bought a 1912 Stickley. He really loved
it - read it daily for about a month! It's beautifully put together and would present well on the coffee
table of any Stickley home. We’re planning an addition so this has been a great point of reference

and a very thorough education.



Fabulous book and/or coffee table piece for those lovers of Stickley architecture and craftsman

design. Very comprehensive, historically astute and beautifully produced.

Received it quickly! Thanks! Very pleased...

This book is a dream if you love Stickley’s homes. This book has all of Stickley’s plans, and | found

it a fascinating read. | really loved dreaming while reading, and the pictures and info were wonderful.
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